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Synopsis

Originally published anonymously, The Federalist Papers first appeared in 1787 as a series of
letters to New York newspapers exhorting voters to ratify the proposed Constitution of the United
States. Still hotly debated and open to often controversial interpretations, the arguments first
presented here by three of America’s greatest patriots and political theorists were created during a
critical moment in our nation’s history, providing readers with a running ideological commentary on
the crucial issues facing a democracy. Today, The Federalist Papers are as important and vital a

rallying cry for freedom as ever.
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Customer Reviews

The new edition of THE FEDERALIST PAPERS edited by Clinton Rossiter and co. is probably the
best paperback edition. Rossiter and Charles Kesler did a good job in presenting these papers, and
their explanations and notes make this book clear for readers. THE FEDERALIST PAPERS alone
are an important source of serious political thinking. In an age of almost unbridled political power,
corruption, empire buidling, etc. THE FEDERALIST PAPERS are important reminder of what a Free
Republic (not an empire) should be. THE FEDERALIST PAPERS were written by Alexander
Hamilton (1757-1804), John Jay (1745-1829), and James Madison (1751-1835). Due to concerns
about the New York State legislators ratifying the The U.S. Constitution, these papers were journal

pieces written to New York journals and newspapers to convince both the residents and state



legislators to ratify The U.S. Constitution. One should note there were other published articles
supporting ratification of The U.S. Constitution and other articles can be read in a text titled
FRIENDS OF THE CONSTITUTION.What is alarming about THE FEDERALISTS PAPERS is that
they were written for most readers. If one were to write such articles these days, most Americans
would not read them nor comprehend them. This is a sad commentary on Americans regarding
serious political writing regarding their birthright. If THE FEDERALIST PAPERS were assigned to
high school kids, whoever would make such an assignment would be fired or worse. THE
FEDERALIST PAPERS give important explanations of the separation of powers, limits of each
branch of the central government (The Federal Government), and how political power should be

used within severe limitations. These articles were a brilliant attempt to mitigate fears that The U.S.

One of the reviewers below challenges the notion that the US was ever a Democracy, however, he
(apologies if it's a ’she’) is viewing the Federalist Papers from the perspective of modern times, and
that is a fallacy in reviewing this work, but fortunately it's an instructive fallacy.The issue with the
Federalist Papers is that although it is the leading arguments for the creation of a more centralized
government (to replace the Articles of Confederation which seemed inpractible), not all of these
arguments were adopted in the Constitution, and some that were did not survive very long. As a
result, you may get the wrong impression that the Federalist Papers=the Constitution. Remember,
Hamilton’s party, the Federalists, did not survive much longer after the defeat of Adams by Jefferson
in the 1800 election. The populism of Jefferson and Madison were the ultimate winners *at the
time*.And my *at the time* comment is important. Nowadays the federal government of the US
holds a superior and decisive position in the governing of its people; this has not always been the
case. In the early-to-mid 19th century, federal power was severely limited when it came to internal
affairs; most of the government was conducted at the local level, with some county and state control
thrown in where applicable. So *at the time*, the fact that the Senate had 2 members from each
state (and appointed by the state legislature) regardless of population was *not* a measure that was
anti-democratic in purpose. Democracy existed because the government was predominantly local

and the people were predominantly involved in its affairs.
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